Hammurabi’s Code

Hammurabi was a brilliant war leader. His
armies fought many battles to expand
his power. Eventually, he brought all of
Mesopotamia into his empire, called the
Babylonian Empire, after his capital.
Hammurabi’s skills were not limited to
the battlefield, though. He was also an able
ruler who could govern a huge empire.
He oversaw many building and irriga-
tion projects and improved Babylon's tax
collection system to help pay for them.
He also brought much prosperity through
increased trade. Hammurabi, however, is
most famous for his code of laws.
Hammurabi’s Code was a set of 282 laws
that dealt with almost every part of daily
life. There were laws on everything from
trade, loans, and theft to marriage, injury,
and murder. It contained some ideas that
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freed man, he shall pay one gold mina.

L citizens of that time?

The Babylonian ruler Hammurabi is credited with putting together the
earliest known written collection of laws. The code set down rules for both
criminal and civil law, and informed citizens what was expected of them.

196. If a man put out the eye of another man, his eye shall be put out.
197. If he break another man’s bone, his bone shall be broken.

198. If he put out the eye of a freed man, or break the bone of a

199. If he put out the eye of a man’s slave, or break the bone of a
man’s slave, he shall pay one-half of its value.

221. If a physican heal the broken bone or diseased soft part of a
man, the patient shall pay the physician five shekels in money.

222. If he were a freed man he shall pay three shekels.

223. If he were a slave his owner shall pay the physician two shekels.
—Hammurabi, from the Code of Hammurabi, translated by L. W. King
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How do you think Hammurabi's code of laws affected

are still found in laws today. Specific crimes
brought specific penalties. However, social
class did matter. For instance, injuring a
rich man brought a greater penalty than
injuring a poor man.

Hammurabi’s Code was important
not only for how thorough it was, but
also because it was written down for all to
see. People all over the empire could read
exactly what was against the law.

Hammurabi ruled for 42 years. During
his reign, Babylon became the most impor-
tant city in Mesopotamia. However, after his
death, Babylonian power declined. The kings
that followed faced invasions from people
Hammurabi had conquered. Before long,
the Babylonian Empire came to an end.
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